
1. 
C is a general-purpose, high-level language 
that was originally developed by Dennis M. 
Ritchie to develop the UNIX operating 
system at Bell Labs. C was originally first 
implemented on the DEC PDP-11 computer 
in 1972. 

Facts about C 

 C was invented to write an operating 
system called UNIX. 

 C is a successor of B language which was 
introduced around 1970 

 The language was formalized in 1988 by 
the American National Standard 
Institute (ANSI). 

 Today C is the most widely used and 
popular System Programming Language. 

 Most of the state-of-the-art softwares 
have been implemented using C. 

 Today's most popular Linux OS and 
RBDMS MySQL have been written in C. 

Why to use C? 

C programming is a popular computer 
programming language which is widely 
used for system and application software. 
Some examples of the use of C might be: 

 Operating Systems 
 Language Compilers 
 Text Editors 
 Network Drivers 
 Databases 
 Language Interpreters 
 Utilities 

Characteristics:- C is one of the most popular 

programming language in the world. It is used in 

many purpose now a days because of its qualities’ 

resembles general English language.Therefore,the 

complex programs can be written in this language in 

a simplex easier way. 

1. Simplicity:- C has richest collection of inbuilt 

functions, keywords and data types. It also 

resembles general English language. Also it follows 

a structured approach so it is to learn also. 

2. Clarity:- The keywords and library functions 

available in C resembles common English words 

thus it helps to improve the clarity of the program, 

3. Portability: - By the term portable we mean 

computer independent. The program made in C can 

be made to run on different machines thus 

increasing the efficiency of the program. 

4. Modularity: - The programs made in C can be 

easily divided into small modules with the use of 

functions. This feature helps to increase the 

understandability of the program. 

5. Easy Availability: - The C compilers are easily 

available and they require very less disk space for 

their storage. It is very easy to load Turbo C 

complier in your computer.  

 

Importance of ‘C’ language 
 
C language is a famous programming language 
due to its qualities. Some qualities are: 

1. It is robust language whose rich setup of 
built in functions and operator can be 
used to write any complex program. 

2. Program written in C are efficient due to 
several variety of data types and 
powerful operators. 

3. The C compiler combines the 
capabilities of an assembly language 
with the feature of high level language. 
Therefore it is well suited for writing 
both system software and business 
package. 

4. There are only 32 keywords; several 
standard functions are available which 
can be used for developing program. 

5. C is portable language; this means that C 
programs written for one computer 
system can be run on another system, 
with little or no modification. 

In india and abroad mostly people use c 

programming lang becoz it is easy to learn and  

 

understand. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Documentation Section: Documentation 
Section is optional part in the program. In this 
section, we give a comment. This section 
consists of a set of comment lines giving the 
name of the program and other detail which 
the programmer would like to add in the 
program. Comment can be started by using 
/* and end with */.The Syntax is: 

   /* text line or message line or comment 
line */ 

For example: 

  /*   calculate and print sum of two numbers   
*/ 

2) Preprocessor Directive Section: This 
section provides instructions to the complier to 
link function from the system library. 
Preprocessor complier statements are divided 
into two sections. One is called Link Section 
and second is called Definition Section. 

In the Link section, we can link the complier 
function like printf( ), scanf( ), clrscr( ) etc. with 
INCLUDE subdirectory having header files like 
stdio.h, conio.h etc. The header file with include 
subdirectories can be linked as: 

The Syntax is: 

      #include<header file> 

For example: 

      #include<stdio.h> 

      #include<conio.h> 

In the second section, we can define a 
variable with its value. For this purpose define 
statement is used.The Syntax is: 

      #define variable name value 

For example: 

      #define PI 3.14 
      #define name “w3studentnotes” 

3) Global Declaration Section: This section 
declares some variables that are used in  more 
than one function. Variables declared in the 
global declaration section that is outside all the 
functions are called Global Variable. 

       int a, b, c; 
       float x, y, z 
       char h, s; 

4) main() Function Section: Every program 
written in C language must contain main() 
function. This section contains two parts, 
declaration part and executable part enclosed 
between the opening and closing braces. 
Declaration Part declares all the variables 
used in the executable part. All the statements 
in the declaration and Executable Part end 
with a semicolon. The execution of the program 
always begin with the main() function. The 
program execution starts with the opening 
brace “{“ and ends with closing brace “}”. 

5) User Defined Function Section: This 
section contains all function defined by the 
user. These user defined functions are 
generally placed immediately after the main() 
function. They can also be defined after the 
main() function. 

 


